
Masonic Temple, Wednesday Evening, 26 August 2026 

At a Stated Communication of St. John’s Lodge No. 3, A.F. & A.M. New Bern, North Carolina 

HELD ON THE ABOVE DATE PRESENT: 
 

W. Bro. Dominick P. Giorgianni       Master                                               Bro. Joseph S. Kawalski       S.D.   
Bro. W. Terry Tripp                    S.W.      Bro. Nicholas C. Coyle J.D. 
Bro. Francis L. Anson          J.W.      Bro. Robert W. Webster Steward                                
Bro. Kito B. Romans    Treas.         
W. Bro. Arthur B. Romans  PM     Sec’y.      Bro. Mark E. Bledsoe  “AS”  Tyler 
W. Bro. Douglas L.Soltow “AS” Chaplain       

St. John’s Lodge No. 3 was opened on the Third Degree of Masonry in Due Form at 7:30 p.m. 
 
After the Flag Ceremony,  
 
The Master recognized all Veterans, Past/Present First Responders, Past Masters, Certified Lectures, Coaches, Past/Present Grand Lodge and District 
Officers and thanked them for their service to our community and the craft. 
 
The Master thanked all who participated in the Rib Challenge at the last Stated Communication. 
 
-There were (22) St. John’s No. 3 Members in Attendance. (4) EA’s who attended the meal prior to the meeting. 
 
The Senior Deacon introduced our (1) guests that were in attendance. 
  

● Bro. Nathan Viking Henkeius - Coastal Lodge No. 57 of Stonington CT. 
 
Sick and Distressed Report: 
 

● Bro. Aquiles Faustino - Had a tooth removed, and couldn’t make it this evening.  
● Bro. Brian Fuller - Having issues with his Gallbladder returning from a work trip in Indiana due to condition 

. 
A prayer was given by the Chaplain. 
 
Glad Tidings Report: 
 

● WBro. Fred Whitty reported that his granddaughter was approached about helping research and writing a book while in law school. 
● WBro. Roy Farron reported he visited Vegas Lodge No. 32, a daylight lodge in Nevada, he was notified that they awarded his granddaughter a 

$1000 scholarship for 8 semesters. 
● Bro Joe Kawalski reported his stepson entered the Delayed Entry Program for the United States Marine Corps. 
● Thanks to the 4 brethren who attended the Doric FC Degree. 
● A special thanks to Bro. Francis Anson for attending the Stuff the Bus event and representing the SJ3 in the community.  
● Thanks to the brethren who attended Grantham Lodge’s Past Master and Ladies Night. 
● Thanks to all the brethren who participated in the Patriot Square Dedication and in 252nd New Bern Resolves Observance. 
● Received an email from Bro. Chris Gundlach, said he’s doing well and missing everyone at the lodge. He stated he will possibly be Master of 

his lodge next year. 
● Report on 60yr Service Award Presentation to an out of state Brother from the Grand Lodge of Florida Bro. John Barlow. 
● The Master presented W.Bro Fred Whitty, W.Bro Joe Winchester, and Bro. Terry Tripp with their Endowed Membership Certificates.  

 
No Examinations this evening. 
 
The Secretary read the minutes of the Stated Communication of 12 August 2026.  
 
The Treasurer made his report:  
 

● Lodge Checking: $23221.31 
● Scholarship: $7605.67 
● Invest: $57119.01   
● Lodge Management: $ 510.10 

 
The Secretary Cleared His Desk – 
 

- Reminder we currently have 5 Brothers remaining that owe dues for 2026. In accordance with “The Code”, Final notice has been mailed to 
these brothers. 

- Brethren from James B. Green Lodge will be visiting the lodge on 5 September for a tour and lunch, open to any brothers who’d like to come 
out and show some St. John’s hospitality to our traveling brethren.  

- A letter from the Craven Chapter Eastern Star was read to the lodge. 
 
Collected: ($141.00) from the Meal Basket  
 
The following bills were presented 
 

● Bro. Brian Fuller  - $58.08 Meal Reimbursement 8/12/26 Stated Communication 
● Bro. Rob Webster - $196.29 Meal Reimbursement 8/26/26 Stated and OES Meal 8/17/26. 
● Bro. Francis Anson - $48.92 Meal Reimbursement 8/12/26. 



● WBro. Dominick Giorgianni - $421.23 (Paint & Supplies Lowthorp Hall)  
● Riverside Hardware & Paint - $272.16 (Lowthorp Hall Ceiling Paint) 

 
A motion was made by Bro. Joe Kawalski Seconded by Bro. Nick Coyle to pay the bills.(Motion Carried). 
 
Old Business: 
 

● Table Lodge (Still Planning) Tentative date of December 19th. The event is planned to also mark completion of work in Lowthorp Hall. 
● Adopt a Street Program - Tabled by the Master. 
● Homecoming - (Still Planning) 28 November 2026  

 
 
New Business: 
 

● 5 September 2026 - James B. Green Lodge No. 735 will be bringing a delegation of Brothers to visit the lodge for a tour and have lunch with 
some of the brethren. 

● 9 September 2026 - This is the last Polo/Slacks Meeting. Back to Coat and Tie for the remainder of the Stated Communications and Degrees. 
● WB. Bob Martlet presented the Lodge with a donation check to assist with the work in Lowthorp Hall.  
● The Senior Warden called a 2nd Degree for the 16th of September.  

 
Education: WBro. Dominick Giorgianni, presented the 2026 Proposed Amendments to The Code and the will of the lodge on how to vote at Grand 
Lodge was recorded by the Secretary. (See Attached) 
 
Committee Reports:  
 

● Scholarship Committee: Bro. Francis has reported they received  QR code from the Masonic Foundation and has had business cards made. They are available on the 
Secretary’s Desk for any brother who would like to distribute them to anyone interested in contributing. 

● Coaching: Report on EA (Ed Brinson / Cody Laurine / Nathan Davis / Brian Sprecher / Kevin Croy / Thorsten Schlette) 
●  Building: Progress on Lowthorp Hall 
●  Fundraising: Report by Bro. Mark Bledsoe / Grill Raffle  

○ Start Date: July 1st / End Date: Oct 28th 
○ 5 Prizes Trager / Blackstone / Weber Grill / 2 Gift Cards. 

●  Membership Outreach: Next Coffee and Donuts 5 September 2026. / 2nd Annual  Fishing with a Cop in River Bend Sept 5th Labor Day Weekend Registration @ 
830AM Event starts 9AM-12PM. Open to children up to age of 15.  

● The New Bern Masonic Theater, Historic Preservation Foundation: Anyone who has sheet metal experience please see the Master or WB Arthur Romans to help.  
● Lion and Pillar: Secretary has submitted our 2026 Lion and Pillar Application and it was received by the Lion and Pillar Committee.  

 
Important Dates and Announcements: 
 

- 28 August 2026 - Nubia Grotto Meeting 
- 28-29 August 2026 - Scottish Rite Joint SMJ / PHA Reunion.  
- 30 August 2026- 2-5pm Nubia Grotto Indoor Picnic at York Rite Temple event open to all. 
- 5 September 2026 - Coffee and Donuts with Masons 
- 5 September 2026 - Fishing with a Cop (Riverbend) 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
- 11 September 2026 - Doric Lodge Blood Drive 2-6PM 
- 23 September 2026 - Stated Communication 
- 24 - 26 September 2026 - GLNC @ Winston Salem 
- 3 October 2026- York Rite Fall Festival 
- 16-17 October 2026 - Scottish Rite Reunion @ St. John’s No. 3 

 
 
Good of Masonry: 
 
The Lodge was closed in Due Form at 9:30PM 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting the brethren departed and were invited to The Old Pinnix for Fellowship. 
 
 
 
 
 
Arthur B. Romans (PM) 
 
Secretary 
 
Attached: 
-Attendance Roster- 
-Proposed Amendments to the Code  
-Letter from Craven Chapter No. 129 OES 
 
 
 






































