March 2026 Trestle Board
Stated Communications 
March 10th and March 24th, Lodge opens at 7:30 Dinner at 6:30

Master   	    	Dayne Marsh    funeraldirectordayne@gmail.com    	           828-855-8278
Sr. Warden   		Max Gunter      fastframe375@gmail.com 			704-657-8562
Jr. Warden                 Donovan Arnold   pfcarnolddr@gmail.com 	                        252-722-4208
Secretary   		David Wendt   wendt704@roadrunner.com			704-881-2156
Treasurer   		Arron Stone     arondeanstone@gmail.com			704-682-3863
Chaplain    		Blue Weber   blue@warlockltd.com 			           704-661-7696
Sr. Deacon.  		Gabe Veverita   gabeveverita@gmail.com                          704-652-1209
Jr. Deacon    		Tony Lyerly      tsl9168@att.net                                           704-506-4015
Sr. Steward  		Zeb Campbell    zebcampbell44@gmail.com                      980-643-3253
Jr. Steward   		Wayne Deal    wldeal@yahoo.com                                     704-819-4362
Tyler  		            Larry Zipay   larry.zz09@yahoo.com                                  704-517-3942
From the East: 
Brethren,
As we enter the month of March, we begin to see signs of new life and renewed energy all around us. The days are getting longer, the light lingers a little later, and we are reminded that growth follows every season. Let us continue to strengthen the bonds of brotherly love, offer relief where it is needed, and pursue truth in all that we do. Each meeting, each degree, and each moment of fellowship is an opportunity to improve ourselves and support one another. I encourage each of you to attend regularly, participate actively, and reach out to those Brothers we have not seen in a while. A simple phone call or message can mean more than we realize. Let us be intentional in caring for our members and present in our community.
Upcoming Events:
· March 10th- Guest Speaker -Mike Daniels- Subject- “Dark Waters” 
· March 14th- Lecture Service 7AM Breakfast- 8AM -1PM Hosted at Campbell 374-* Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden and both Deacons are required to attend along with two other members. 
· Saturday Breakfast – Enjoy fellowship every Saturday
· Coffee at 7:30 AM
· Breakfast at 8:00 AM
Thank you all for everything you do for our Lodge and for Masonry. Be the Light, and be well, my Brothers.
Fraternally,

M. Dayne Marsh III- Master 


From the South:

Dinner menus:	Sub Sandwiches           March 10th
			Burgers & Hotdogs       March 24th

Masonic Education:

Masonry…..the world’s oldest organized profession
     fromMakawiwili Masonic Lodge No.55, Grand Lodge of the Philippines
You may have heard of “the world’s oldest profession.” But the world’s oldest organized profession was stone masonry. Ancient civilizations realized you had better know what you are doing if you are going to build with stone. This gave rise to ancient stone masons’ guilds, which required mandatory education, training, and rankings. Stone masons became known for their high levels of morality and ethics in building.

A novice was entered into the craft as an apprentice. Although only an apprentice, he was still entered into, or associated with, the craft. After years of training, he could be passed to the level of a fellow of the craft, or Fellowcraft. With more years, he could become a Master Mason.

Over the centuries, men joined the craft, not necessarily to be operative stone masons, but for the education in ethics, morality, and the arts and sciences. In time, more men joined for this academic and moral education and social interaction than to be actual operative stone masons. By the late 1600’s, most were not operative masons, but what were call Speculative or Accepted Masons.

In the year 1717, Masons joined together to form the Grand Lodge of England in London. This is considered the birth of Modern Freemasonry as we know it today, although our history and traditions go back much farther.

Fast forward to 1776, and the questions on American’s lips were, “Who is going to be our new king? What will be our system of royalty and nobility? What will be our class structure? What will be our official religion? After all, every country has these things (and many still do, even today).

Masons like Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, Paul Revere, and George Washington said to the other Founding Fathers, “Many members of royalty and nobility around the world are Masons. But in our lodges, we all meet on the level, as equals. What if we have a country without royalty or nobility, where all are equal under the law? And what if we elect our leaders, as we do in our lodges, for specific times, then they return to the ranks? We Masons require a belief in God, but each man’s religious opinions are his own. What if this new country had no official religion? Masons have long advocated education for everyone. What if we have free public education?”

These things were radical ideas at the time. There had never been a country like that in the history of the world. At a time when everyone recognized and accepted class, caste, and social divisions, Masonry taught Equality (represented by the level). While many taught that one should be satisfied with his lot in life, Masonry encouraged self-improvement.

While some institutions promote differences between men, Masonry promoted Brotherly Love, Relief (charity) and Truth (honest and moral behavior towards all, represented by the square). We advocate harmony in society. We stand for the brotherhood of man under the fatherhood of God.

Masonic tools and ideals permeate our society: A “square” deal. Are you on the “level?” The police gave him the “third degree.” Our modern educational system is based upon the Masonic education system of ancient times. The Three Degrees of Masonry are Entered Apprentice (Associate of the craft), Fellow (Bachelor) of the Craft, and Master Mason. Masons use the geometric term, raised by “degrees.” What are the three college degrees? Associate, Bachelor, and Master’s Degree. Did you ever wonder why they call it a college “degree”? From Masonry! And what do they call that flat square hat you wear when you graduate? A mortar board, yet another mason’s tool. Speaking of mason’s tools, almost all presiding officers and judges use a mason’s gavel.

Now-a-days we have diplomas to prove our educational achievements. In ancient times, a mason’s apron, made of lamb or sheepskin, was his diploma. Did you ever hear of a diploma called a “sheepskin”? A mason was free to travel, hence a Freemason, or “journeyman.” He could prove membership by certain secret signs, words, and modes of recognition, universally recognized by masons around the world, and still used today. These are the “secrets” you hear about. We are not a “secret society.” We are a society with secrets. Fifteen U.S. presidents have been Masons.

Masonry takes good men and makes them better. We practice self-control, act ethically, practice charity, speak the truth, and help each other and ourselves to improve. We practice age-old ceremonies-the same ceremonies experienced by George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Clark Gable, John Wayne, and many, many, famous and historic men through the ages.
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