January 2026 Trestle Board
Stated Communications 
January 13th and January 27th, Lodge opens at 7:30 Dinner at 6:30

Master   	    	Dayne Marsh    funeraldirectordayne@gmail.com    	           828-855-8278
Sr. Warden   		Max Gunter      fastframe375@gmail.com 			704-657-8562
Jr. Warden                 Donovan Arnold   pfcarnolddr@gmail.com 	                        252-722-4208
Secretary   		David Wendt   wendt704@roadrunner.com			704-881-2156
Treasurer   		John Raley   raleyjr@aol.com				 	952-221-0927
Chaplain    		Blue Weber   blue@warlockltd.com 			           704-661-7696
Sr. Deacon.  		Gabe Veverita   gabeveverita@gmail.com                          704-652-1209
Jr. Deacon    		Tony Lyerly      tsl9168@att.net                                           704-506-4015
Sr. Steward  		Zeb Campbell    zebcampbell44@gmail.com                      980-643-3253
Jr. Steward   		Wayne Deal    wldeal@yahoo.com                                     704-819-4362
Tyler  		            Larry Zipay   larry.zz09@yahoo.com                                  704-517-3942
From the East: 
Happy New Year, Brothers!
I trust that each of you had a wonderful holiday spent with family and friends. As we begin a new year, I hope you are as excited as I am for another great Masonic year at Mooresville Lodge No. 496.
We carry strong momentum from the past year and have much to be thankful for and proud of. Let us continue to make a positive impact in each other’s lives and within our community. Committee assignments for the year have been completed, and several copies are available at the Lodge for your review.
Reminder: Please ensure that your 2026 dues have been paid and that you have your current dues card.
Upcoming Events:
· January 8 – Blood Drive- Heritage House- One Blood 8AM-6PM
· Saturday Breakfast – Enjoy fellowship every Saturday
· Coffee at 7:30 AM
· Breakfast at 8:00 AM
Thank you all for everything you do for our Lodge and for Masonry. Be the Light, and be well, my Brothers.
Wishing you a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year.
Fraternally,

M. Dayne Marsh III- Master 
From the Secretary’s Desk:

Last year we initiated three EAs, raised one MM, and had one affiliate join us.  We lost eight members due to failure to pay their 2025 dues. It was really pleasing to note that just more than half our members have paid their  2026 dues prior to the January 1st due date!  Only fifty members remain to settle up for this year out of our 109 total membership.

As you will soon see, the next month or two will be a bit of transition time involving our financial  procedures, so I would ask your patient indulgence during this time period.  


From the South:

Dinner menus:	Chili & Corn Bread - Jan. 13th
			Chicken Pot Pie       Jan. 27th

Masonic Education:

SPECULATIVE MEDIEVAL ORIGINS OF MASONRY

By: W. Bro. Jack (Jacques) Brooksbank, M.B.A., F.R.S.A.; PM 
Reprinted from:  Reflections Newsletter Vol. 18 No. 1 True Blue Lodge 98, GRC Bolton Grand Lodge of Canada

The purpose of this paper is to present a speculative but very probable foundation for ancient stone masons’ lodges that date from 1070 in the first century of the medieval period (1000 to 1500). 

The author based this presentation on research undertaken by R.W. Bro. Ossian Lang (1865-1945), Grand Historian of the Grand Lodge of New York, for 31 years. Brother Lang reviewed many aspects and subjects related to the Origins of Masonry, particularly his report of 1935, “The Cradle of Masonry.” Brother Lang's research findings, indicate the existence of a Benedictine School of Building established in 1070 at the Hirsau (or Hirschau), located in Germany, near the Black Forest. 

This School was founded by Abbot William, a scientist, author, and musician of noble birth. He was the Abbot of Hirsau from 1069 to 1091, friend and correspondent of Pope Gregory VII, also associated with Anselm, the Archbishop of Canterbury in England. This Hirsau School of building of Abbot William established this Hirsau School of building as a special “lay brother group‟ of individuals to be educated and trained as stonemasons and builders. They were given their own quarters, refractory, and place in Church. Abbot William also discovered the Roman Vitruvius Architectural Manuscript and established it as the basis of education for his School of Building. 

This paper expands on the research of Brother Lang. It combines the author’s own research into the books on achitecture written by the Marcus Vitruvius Pollio (65 BC to 14 AD, a Roman architect and engineer. Vitruvius wrote the most influential treatises on architecture related to the Greek and Roman building periods. 

The ancient Vitruvius manuscript was discovered in 1070 at Cluny and, later on, was again rediscovered in 1403. Being one of the first books from the printing presses of Florence, in 1485. It can now be perceived as having had a significant influence on the Benedictine and Cistercian „Lay Brother Masons‟ in the period from 1070 to 1350, and subsequently on Florentine and Renaissance architects and buildings.  As one of the first books from the Florence printing presses in 1485, it can be seen to have influenced the Benedictine and Cisterican “lay brother masons” from 1070 to 1350. Subsequently  this Hirsau School became well known for its quality of lay builders, who not only worked at Hirsau, but were sent to over 200 other Benedictine monastic building sites in all part of Europe; validated subsequently by masons marks. The Cistercians adopted the Hirsau School’s concepts on their building sites (over 500) across Europe. Consequently, the Hirsau School of Building can be perceived as the most probable “Stonemasons’ lodges in all parts of Europe. 

This is an extract from the authors (3000) word Paper “Origins of Masonry Medieval Foundation”.
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