
It has been my experience that there are three distinctly different types of Master Masons in the world: 

Anonymous, Amateur, and Professional. 

 

 

ANONYMOUS MASONS  

 

These are the Masons who loyally pay their dues but are never seen in the Lodge. They are either 

incapable of attending (due to a short cable-tow, they live out of town, or simply don't care), or they 

joined for the notoriety of being a Mason in the hopes it might help their professional career, or they 

joined in order to advance to another Masonic related body, such as the Shrine, and never look back. 

Lodge Secretaries are familiar with the Brother's name, but cannot place a face to it. The Anonymous 

Mason is also commonly referred to as the "M.I.A. Mason" (Missing In Action).  

 

AMATEUR MASONS  

 

Perhaps a better adjective for this type of Mason is "casual" as they tend to dabble in the fraternity. For 

example, they may occasionally make an appearance in the Lodge, send in a donation for a worthy 

Masonic cause, or read a book or article pertaining to the fraternity. They truly like being a Mason but 

balk at making a major commitment to it, such as becoming an officer or serving on a committee. They 

are also the first to complain when a dues increase is proposed or if the Lodge doesn't look quite right. 

Instead of becoming more active and finding out the cause of the problems in the Lodge, they find it 

easier to grouse from the sidelines thereby disrupting harmony.  

 

PROFESSIONAL MASONS  

 

In every Lodge there is a handful of Brothers you can count on for leadership and to lend a hand when 

the chips are down. They are intimate with the mechanics of the Lodge and the fraternity and do not 

hesitate to step forward when needed, and help mentor younger and less experienced Brothers so they 

may grow and take their place in the Lodge hierarchy. The Professional Mason is not a zealous control 

freak with a huge ego, but rather is unselfish and appreciates the power of teamwork and the tenets of 

Freemasonry. He rightfully understands that Freemasonry is more about the overall Brotherhood as 

opposed to the glory of a single individual.  

The "The 80/20 Rule" (aka "Pareto's Principle") is a management concept commonly found in business, 

whereby 80% of the work is performed by 20% of the workers. We see this not only in business but in 

any nonprofit organization, including Freemasonry. Do not be alarmed, this is natural. In the Lodge, 80% 

of the work is performed by the Professional Masons, and the remaining 20% is squeezed out of the 

Amateur and Anonymous Masons. If this is true, the Lodge becomes in danger if Professional Masons are 

eliminated. Another danger is when an Amateur Mason rises and is elected to the East. This type of 

person is more interested in obtaining a Past Master's apron, than doing anything of substance.  

 

So, the question arises, "What kind of Mason are you?" I guess it ultimately comes down to why you 



joined the fraternity. If you are truly seeking further light, then you are on the right path. If not, you will 

probably be nothing more than an Amateur or Anonymous Mason, and we have too many of them 

already. 


