
Masonic Temple Wednesday Evening 26 Mar, 2025 

At a Stated Communication of St. John’s Lodge #3, A.F. & A.M. 

New Bern, North Carolina 

HELD ON THE ABOVE DATE PRESENT: 
 

Bro. Arthur B. Romans                   W.M.      Bro. Francis L. Anson                         S.D. 
Bro. Dominick P Giorgianni           S.W.      Bro. Joseph S. Kawalski                      J.D. 
Bro W. Terry Tripp                           J.W.      Bro. Nicholas C. Coyle                Steward                                
Bro James A. Wiley , PM     as    Treas.                     Bro. Christopher A. White        Steward       
Bro. William C. Zerby, PM             Sec’y.      Bro Kito B. Romans                    as Tyler 
Bro Robert W. Webster           Chaplain      Bro. _________________________as Marshall 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lodge opened on the third degree of Masonry in Due Form at 7:30 p.m. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
St. John’s Lodge #3 was opened in due form by the WM.  After the flag ceremony, the WM recognized all Veterans, 
Certified Lecturers, Past Masters, Coaches, First Responders, and prior/current District Officers. 
 
SD introduced our guests. 
 
Sick and Shut-ins Bro. David Blonn’s Mother-in-Law, recovering from surgery. 

WB James Warren is still, undergoing treatment 
Bro Fred Whitty’s wife Sue suffered a stroke and is currently in rehab. 
WB Riley was in the hospital with heart issues 
Bro Matthew Nolan is out sick 
Bro Bob Mull is recovering from knee surgery 

   Those in the western part of the state  
   Unspoken needs of our Brothers and Widows 
 
Good News: -    New Trestle Board has been mailed out and had had great response so far. 

-    Bro Dominick Giorgianni’s announced that his daughter-in-law is having a boy 
 
The minutes of the last Stated Communication of Mar 12 were read for information. 
 
Bills Allowed: $234.09 to SGA Print & Design (Oxford) for the Trestle Board print and envelopes. 
  $35.70 to bro Terry Tripp for tonight’s meal 
  $71.22 to bro Chris White for tonight’s meal 
 
Motion by bro Robert Webster 2nd by bro Tim Pugh to pay the bills, motion carried.  
 
The petition for degrees for Mr. Roger G. Baysden III was read aloud to the lodge. 
 
Old Business:  -      Reminder to Brethren, please pay your dues for 2025, we currently have 54 brothers 

owing dues for 2025, As a reminder, later this year, anyone owing dues for 1 year or more will be 
excluded for Non Payment of Dues in accordance with the Code.       

-  WM commented on the Endowed Membership, cost is currently only $1911.00 for one-
time payment or can be broken up into 5 annual payments of 477.75 

 
New Business: -      Discuss Bro. Bradham Bear Dedication has had clear coat painted. 

- WM announced that the DDGM & DDGL Official Visit has been rescheduled for Apr 9. 
- 31st May the Scottish Rite is doing 1st Responders Breakfast at York Rite. St. John’s is 

partnering with them for Lion and Pillar credit. 



- Bro Francis Anson discussed starting a masonic book club to earn points towards Lion & 
Pillar. 

- WM asked if there was interest in helping building a house with Habitat for Humanity. 
(also point towards Lion & Pillar) 

- Bro Dominick Giorgianni reported on the trestle board expenses are under the budgeted 
amount. 

 
Masonic Education: WB Joe Fuller gave a lesson on the meaning and importance of the scripture recited as 

candidates make their circumambulation. 
 
Coaching Report:   Bro William Hall is working on 1st degree catechism 
 
Building Report:   -      WM announced that the fireplace has been assessed by the contractor, estimated 

repairs to interior and exterior damage on the south side of the building $4077.90. A motion 
was made by bro Mark Bledsoe and 2nd by bro Dominick Giorgianni to have the fireplace 
repairs done. Motion carried 
- Building: Happy to report both Lowthorp Kitchenette and 2nd Floor Kitchen both have 

hot water. Thanks went out to bro Francis Anson. 
 
Membership Outreach:    Bro Mark Bledsoe announced the next coffee & donuts event is scheduled for Apr 5th @ 

9am. 
 
The New Bern Masonic Theater, Historic Preservation Foundation:  

-  2nd Floor stovetop is currently being recommissioned, commercial refrigerator 
repaired. 

- Needing brothers to assist with projects around building. Painting 2nd Floor 
Bathrooms/Cleaning. Also, 2nd Floor Kitchen and Painting. 

- -     WM commented on the letters going out to local representatives. 
 
Important Dates: -   28 March 2025, Masonic Rite for Brother Robert Peele @ Greenleaf Cemetery begins at 

1300. 
-  Mar 29 Grotto International will be having degree work @ 1pm 
-  Mar 29  Cherry Pt lodge 3rd degree. Breakfast @ 8am, degree @ 9am 
-   Apr 2 Officer practice 6pm 
-   Apr 5  York Rite Festival, @7am 
-  Apr 5 Coffee & Donuts. 9am in Lowthorp hall 
-  Apr 12   St. John’s #1 is having a 3rd degree on the battleship North Carolina. Dinner @ 
6pm, Meeting @ 7pm 
-  15 Apr, 1st Degree at Bayboro Lodge (Pass off Traveling Gavel) 
-  30 Apr Tentative date for 2nd Degree 
 

Good of Masonry: Congratulations went out to WB Jonny Pugh for his 50yr Shriners Service Award. 
 
WM thanked bro Terry Trip and the Stewards for the meal. 
 
The meal was served in Lowthorp hall before the meeting.  
  
There being no further business to come before this Lodge, the minutes were read and approved, and this Lodge 
was closed in due form. 
 
____________________________________ 
William C. Zerby, PM  
Secretary 
 










