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Subject: Cruising for Courage: Cookout and Car Show

Brothers, 

I hope this letter finds you well.  As Master, I am writing to you on behalf of Mooresville Lodge #496.

On Monday four officers were killed in a shooting while attempting to serve a warrant at a home in Charlotte, North Carolina, including one Deputy US Marshal who is a resident of Mooresville.  Upon hearing of this tragedy, I was contacted by members of our lodge requesting to host a fund raiser to provide support for the families of the fallen officers. This effort is not intended to spotlight or give credit to our Masonic Lodge or the Shriners but to support the families of the fallen officers. 

I am reminded of our closing charge, which we recite at every meeting: 

“Brethren: - We are now about to quit this sacred retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the duties which you have heard so frequently inculcated, and so forcibly recommended in this Lodge. Be diligent, prudent, temperate, discreet. Remember that, around this Alter, you have promised to befriend and relieve every brother who shall need your assistance. You have promised, in the most friendly manner, to remind him of his errors, and aid a reformation. These generous principles are to extend further. Every human being has a claim upon your kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend it more especially “to the household of the faithful.” Finally, brethren, be ye all of one mind, live in peace, and may the God of love and peace delight to dwell with and bless you.” 

Approval for fund raisers typically takes time but under these extreme circumstances providing some relief to the families of the fallen took precedent, therefore I immediately approved this action to organize a fund raiser. President of the Shrine Club, Brother Charlie Foxx was also immediately contacted and offered support from the Shrine. Within hours the Grand Master of North Carolina and the Potentate of the Shrine were contacted, and they gave their strong support and approval to proceed. Several members of both the Blue Lodge and Shrine were contacted and immediately jumped into action securing a venue, food, and volunteers to organize and support this effort. As everything was donated no Masonic funds were required and therefore a vote by the membership was not required. 

It is my hope that our membership will support this fund raiser by either volunteering, attending, or donating to these families. Nothing we do will lessen the impact that these families are going through, but I hope this will provide them with some relief knowing that our community supports and cares for them. 


Best regards,

Worshipful Master Mike Carlow 
Mooresville Lodge #496 A.F & A.M
114 Institute Street
Mooresville NC 28115
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